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A roc wall 6an bring up all kinds of thirngsr...



Because these guys don't care what they grow. Native or exotic, it's all good. In sand hills, they play a major role in what comes up from
year to year. Yet there are other factors involved, in that with a recovering native seed bank, not all of the plants are yet well distributed.
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All this variety has its consequences when one is making decisions about what to keep and what to
weed. This area is entirely native forbs: red maids (Calendrinia sp.), stonecrop (Crassula connata),
skunkweeds (2), and 3 lotuses (insets). It is a considerable difference from what was here before...
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The red maids can be spectacular. At this time they were just getting established. If we get some rain, this will be amazing.
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Then there are the Navarretias, in particular N atractyloides, aka “skunk weed.” | wish to impart a word on Navarretias, as it has
become “hip” to express one’s love for such an unlovely plant. It has its’ uses (as | will mention in the chapter on bees), but | have no
idea why anybody would “love*” it, unless it was to posture as being such a “Nature Lover,” so attuned, so special, so smatrt... as to love
the unlovable. It stinks when bruised. It is very unpleasant weeding in them. The spines hurt. They break off in your skin. They're
barbed. About the only sane time to weed in it is after a soaking series of rains. | have no doubt why an Indian would light it on fire.
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http://www.wildergarten.org/wildergarten/misc-bees.pdf
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There are several inarguably sand hill species once found in this area that are now extinct here, in partlcular Scotts Valley Splne flower
(Chorizanthe robusta var. hartwegii) and Ben Lomond Wallflower (Erysimum teretifolium). | would be willing to host them up here, but
only if their “protectors” would please leave me alone. Of course, that would make the plants less endangered and there would be less

need for the protection (probably can’t have that). G_d forbid that we should GROW them in more places to reduce the total risk.



http://plants.usda.gov/java/largeImage?imageID=chroh_005_ahp.tif

The should-be-obvious-by-now point about sand hills is that
frequent disturbance is what sustains the variety, complexity,
and seasonal variability we see in sand hills. The key for
these annual plants is specifically programmatic disturbance
by people. Without lighting it on fire every year or two this
system is quickly overgrown (as will become more evident in
the concluding chapter on succession).

Unfortunately, nearly every post-disturbance weed loves to
germinate in sand. That makes maintaining a sand hill
technically-demanding and potentially hazardous to these
plants in places frequented by the public. Yet the only places
allowed to grow them are parks, open space preserves,
conservancies, and land trusts frequented by the public!

Can we trust the professionals to keep these plants safe?
Please hold that thought until you are done with the rest of
the book. When one truly confronts the record of public
agencies and land trusts and the political constraints they
face, it is not encouraging. Yet even if the public did supply
all the “funding” these land management service personnel
are demanding and took every draconian measure their
bureaucratic sponsors expect (that together have been
shown to be cumulatively catastrophic to the economy),
what if the simply curious enthusiast (or even a random
animal) introduces a catastrophic weed or soil pathogen
(such as Phytophthora tentaculata) into that preserve. This
pathogen requires total fumigation of the plants’ habitat to
stop it. Is it not more likely that these species will survive if
they are also maintained in an array of isolated private
refugia with which to repopulate these public reserves?

Both wall flower and spine flower were once found close to
or on our property, as documented in 1938. That makes the
Wildergarten a suitable habitat. Then why are those
“protectors” making reintroducing these plants so difficult and
hazardous to my property rights when they should have
every reason to want me to grow them here?
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