































































































































































































Clarkia rubicunda, June 2013

Yet even with all that, “this” was no accident. | sowed the clarkia seed here in 2012 after having played with it in various places to little
avail for eight years. | only had a little seed I'd collected along the County road where they’d been “sown” by a roadside flail mower.
They would come up, flower, and over a few years, slowly disappear. Then | tried it here, and they started to take and spread from

year to year. Not that it was entirely on their own because | was tossing pods up the hill every summer.
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Every winter they would come up, and I'd get up on this slope trying to keep the mouse-eared chickweed from taking over (Cerastium
glomerautm). Then | got hit with (Cardamine hirsuta), just after finding out that the biologists had been wrong about its

identity for fifty years (errantly believing it was supposedly native Cardamine oligosperma). With that came the real possibility | could
lose “this” forever after 25 years of work, weeding like crazy in January, with my fingers numb from the cold.
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In the fall of 2014, | hosed the area immediately above “this” with isoxaben to kill the bitter cress seed bank above so that | could save
“this” by hand. | pulled all the monkey flower and poisoned the yerba santa that was taking over the area (both native).
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| Every year in June, as a sort of pyback at the end of the we
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...and better.
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intense crop ever. At the very least, it makes crawling on hands and knees in the rain over and over, trying not to fall on a slope this
steep, seems an acceptable (albeit not small) price to pay.

of how that excitement and enthusiasm carries one through when searching for tiny weeds among seedlings of the most
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For this. “This” is a conquest. | felt that for you truly to comprehend this image, that a native grassland is worth it despite the pain and
unpleasantness of dealing death for years on end without much to show for it, it is necessary to understand that this is what “this”
takes. For me this was 20 years of work, with layers of unknowns, challenges, and digging out of mistakes, whether mine or others.
In a way, we are all in “this” together. | am writing this book to help you bring your Wildergarten back to life more easily than | did.
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In any case, | have lear any other type o
change so greatly from year to year. So, now that you’ve made your introductions, it's time to get started with what was really involved.
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