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I later realized that the biggie for making big turnouts is when there is a genuine emergency.  The rains of early 2017 caused 
landslides of such magnitude that the State closed Highway 17.  Thousands of commuters were stranded, and what did they do?  
They asked Google, Waze, or MapQuest for an alternative route.  This one-lane road was it, complete with its own washouts and 
slides.  The traffic jam of scared and desperate drivers was almost 5 miles long.  How would an emergency vehicle get by without 

frequent turnouts on which to park the cars?   With this one at 130’ long X 20’ wide, I had the cars park diagonally so that “convoys” 
could get by each other.   For emergency vehicles such as an ambulance or fire truck, turnouts can mean life or death.  

March 2022



The top of our driveway forms an automotive turnout (too short for a tractor-trailer truck).  It too forms a T junction (a.k.a. 
“hammerhead”)  into which one can back in a trailer to turn around.  The driveway and paved road system could easily hold 20 cars.  

If I included parking on dirt, that number rises to perhaps 50.  In a real emergency, just knowing those numbers matters.

March 2022



This is the next blind corner along our place to the south has the potential to be two lanes wide once I remove these two trees (it’s too 
short to be legally qualified as a turnout).  That will happen after I get more shrubs established along the roadside to help direct 

animal crossings, provide a visual screen, and to inhibit exotic seed from my neighbor across the road.  Unfortunately, to grade it off 
flush will require the stumps to rot first.  I may get some chips dumped here to accelerate that process.  

June 2022
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To the left is what could have been a “legally qualifying” turnout, again with the driveway as a “hammerhead” long enough to turn a 
trailer.  It sits between two stretches of the road too narrow to pass, each over 150 yards.  In 2020, PG&E replaced the power pole.  
This was an opportunity to relocate the pole behind what could then be said “legally qualifying turnout” capable of handling a truck 
delivering heavy equipment or to allow a fire truck to get by a line of evacuating cars.  Yes, I told the owner all of those reasons to 

move the pole in advance so the job could be done for free.  No, he didn’t do it.  Wait until he finds what that mistake could cost him.
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March 2022March 2022

What is a “legally qualifying turnout”?  The California State Board of Forestry is in the process of mandating all roads to houses to be 
defended by CalFire MUST have turnouts every ¼-mile (max) between sections of road 20’ wide or those neighborhoods will not 

qualify for building permits (including for improvements to improve fire safety).  Virtually NONE of this County road is 20’ wide, which 
means we MUST have turnouts less than ¼-mile apart along its entire 4.3 mile length to the next two lane intersection or NO permits 
will be issued including any branch roads off of it.   “Turnouts shall be a minimum of twelve (12) feet wide and thirty (30) feet long with 
a minimum twenty-five (25) foot taper on each end” (80’ total).  My neighbor did nothing to get PG&E to make that turnout affordable.  

March 2022
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Just below the Spanish Gulch beyond our property line, just over ¼ mile from our qualifying northern turnout, is this qualifying turnout 
I made with the owner’s permission.   Hence, the entire road and any branch roads off of it would not qualify for building permits 

without  one in between.  Had my neighbor asked PG&E to relocate the pole, we could have covered this section very inexpensively.  
Now it will cost in excess of $30,000 just to move the pole in addition to a bit of compacted fill he would need to make it 12’ wide.  My 

guess as to the reason for the rule is that the firefighters’ union demanded more turnouts, because a total of 3 firefighters
(nationwide) have died in traffic accidents in the last decade.  Turnouts matter to firefighters.  Hopefully, now they matter to you too.  

March 2022
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Spanish GulchSpanish Gulch
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This “bump” of dirt is just above the headwall of the “Spanish Gulch” (see the chapter on drainage).  Uphill traffic has the right of way.  
If you were driving down this slope into a blind corner, would you like to back up to this crest behind you with no escape?  If you were 
driving uphill, would you use a turnout to avoid a clueless driver suddenly heading downhill after a long straightaway ending at a blind 

corner they can’t see coming?  I asked the County for permission to build it.  They said I would have to install a $10,000 guardrail.  
Consider the depth of hypocrisy in demanding a guardrail for a turnout when they don’t have one across the top of Spanish Gulch!

March 2022

Spanish Gulch



But, the six turnouts we would then have in 0.6 
of a mile would still not be enough for the new 
CalFire road standard, a spec the County road 
cannot ever meet for a problem I’ve been 
hammering on for decades: They want a 
minimum 40ft inside radius for ALL turns, 
including driveways, twice what they required 
when we built.  The radius on this corner on 
the County road (at left) might be 15’.  Our 
“rock nose” poses a similar problem.   There is 
one other turn with a massive “old growth” 
redwood in the way nobody will cut.  Together, 
in the event SR17 was closed, these 3 corners 
could prevent CalFire from getting a bulldozer 
from Scotts Valley to Summit Road with 
billions in real estate value at stake.  
Similarly, CalFire also wants ALL residential 
driveways, to have a 40ft inside radius 
“turnabout” within 50 feet of any qualifying 
residence.  I’m guessing over half the houses 
in these mountains could never qualify. 
If you think for one minute that this initiative is 
really about fire safety, and not a way for 
political donors to make money buying cheap 
after disasters and making you pay buckets of 
money to live in a crappy dangerous urban 
tenement, well, you aren’t paying attention.  
After all, this is about protecting “the environ-
mint” from you.  At that point, who will care for 
the land?  Who will battle weeds, thin forests, 
and manage habitat for wildlife?  The real 
estate titans pulling the bureaucrats and 
politicians’’ strings think it will all be fine as 
long as it is “Natural.”  
And what can disabuse them of that notion?  
That is the “why” of the Wildergarten.August 2016 – My neighbor could get his fill here.
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This has always been about money.   The point of all this ranting about failing roads is that “General Public” has been in command of 
this situation all along.  The agents of General Public at the State asked investors to build toll roads because General Public wouldn’t 
pay the State or County enough to do it.  Said agents gave a monopoly to Mr. McKiernan, forcing Charlie Martin to snake his road up 

here.  General Public, didn’t ask how the builders would manage the risks or specify those construction methods.  Then both our State 
and Federal agents helped the railroads gain rights of way that put the toll roads out of business and we “bought” those toll roads for 

$0.10 on the dollar.  Then our agents built Highway 17 and ignored that old County road, which they “improved” with a cheap skin of oil 
and screens they wouldn’t let anybody else get away with to increase tax revenue on new houses. 



February 2017

The job for which General Public is supposedly asking is ultimately impossible: Roads are fixed assets, but the land is not fixed.  When 
the land effects a change, those fixed assets must continue to serve their purpose.  With roads, changes cost everybody a lot, with a lot 

more hidden in the charge.  Hence individual landowners are generally dissuaded from risking to make improvements to collective 
assets.  These issues are about collective claims against individual interests (and vice versa) in a collective comprised of individuals.  

That paradox is what makes everything collectivized political.  The problem with the problem is assigning collective accountability when 
General Public screws up.  General Public doesn’t know everything because nobody does, especially in a world with rapidly changing 
technology.  Oh but “we” don’t need roads as much as we once did, except for moving supplies and big heavy things, like logs, lumber, 
garbage, roofing, concrete, fire trucks...  In other words, as long as we use wheels to move heavy things, we will still need to fix roads.  
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July 2021 – After Phase 3 thinning above Martin’s road

Some of these old problems (like Martin’s road) are on private property.  I am not asking you to fix those; landowners have to deal with 
the resulting steeper slopes anyway.  I am asking you to leave those of us who want to fix these old problems for free, FREE to do that 
work without your permission or supervision.  None of that can happen as long as your government agents cling to the power to extort 

a series of ridiculous payoffs to supposedly supervise an often flimsy claim to protect public health and safety without any real 
responsibility for the outcome.  That bureaucratic claim to manage all risk, supposedly on your behalf, is what makes these technical 

issues essentially political, even on private land.  It’s not working for the roads, the land, or its users, human or animal.



Range Management

Zion National Park

Canyonlands National Park

Deseret Ranch

Fuels Management, Succession Run Amok

The Cone Fire  (the benefits of active forestry)

The Warm Fire  (what happens without it)

Socio-Ecological Paradigms 
Environmental Consequences

Meadow Encroachment in Yosemite Valley
Why we can’t accept how the original forest as it once
was got that way

Living Sheepishly
Why we need a culture of animal husbandry

Sustained Development
Cities are becoming prisons

Other Books Other Books by Mark Edward Vande Polby Mark Edward Vande Pol

Quick Read Picture Books

( pp )

Fire Aftermath: Mesa Verde National Park (weeds)

The Croy and Summit Fires (the wildland urban interface)

Katrina: What Did You Expect?
Environmental bureaucracy can be deadly

Natural Process: That Environmental Laws May Serve the Laws of Nature, ©Wildergarten Press, 2001, 454pp, 
ISBN: 0-9711793-0-1, LOC Control #2001092201.  http://www.naturalprocess.net

Shemitta: For the Land is Mine: ©Wildergarten Press, 2009. Contains: 217pp text, 980pp overall, 14 picture books, 2 
tables, 963 photographs, 9 maps, 2 drawings, 2 charts, 145 footnotes, 358 citations, and 216 other source references, 
not including external Internet links. ISBN 978-0-9711793-1-8.  http://www.shemitta.com

Articles at Wildergarten Press: collected writings on Constitutional history and regulatory racketeering by tax-exempt 
“charitable” foundations.  http://www.wildergarten.com/wp_pages/articles.html
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Part IV - Miscellaneous
1. The Vegetable Garden as a Research Tool
2. Pollinators and Native Forbs
3. Fungi 
4. Specialized Tool Development

Part V – Project Context
1. Periodic Disturbance and 

Feed-Forward Stability
2. Weeds: A Tragedy of the Commons
3. Control Boundaries:

Fragmentation Is Your Friend
4 Central Planning

Part I - Introduction
1. This is Wildergarten
2. A Site History Like No Other
3. When Environmental Protection = Mass Extinction
4. What Is “Native,” Really?
5. Time Travel: Here, There, Before, & Afters
6. Proof: Pure Germination of Native Annuals
7. Project Overview

Part II – Forestry
1. Making WOW! - Restoration of Forest Understory
2. Phased Thinning of Broadleaf Forest
3 Conifer Forestry Thinking Really Big

Table of ContentTable of Content Each line in the TOC is a link that opens that chapter in a new file

4. Central Planning
5. Our “Ownerless” Backyard

Each line in the TOC is a link that opens the 
corresponding chapter in a new file

These are LARGE files; they do take time to load

Please offer suggestions and comments HERE

References are HERE

More Picture Books

Other Writings

Wildergarten HOME

3. Conifer Forestry – Thinking Really Big
4. Vegetative Maps & Aerial Photography
5. Roads – From Curse to Blessing
6. Drainage – When Hill Goes Downhill

Part III - Grasslands
1. Grassland Variety in Meadows & Forests
2. “The Onion”: Weed Management by Species
3. Sand Hills: A Model Post-Disturbance Habitat
4. Colonization Behavior of Native Annual Forbs
5. Grassland Restoration and Soils Rehab
6. Comprehensive Weed Management
7. Vegetative Identification & Weeding Technique
8. Pre-Emergence Selection for Native Germination
9. Drought Tolerance in a Pure Native Grassland
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