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Seed Plus Tops
No Tarp

Seed Only
No Tarp

“Mini-Greenhouse”
Tarp + Tops

Seed with
Tarp Tight
to Ground

April 2004

As long as one doesn’t use too much mulch and there is enough moisture getting under the plastic to keep the grasses going, these
tarp-houses at least triple grass growth.
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of ro off because of the history of how the land was used. In this case, there is a series
of old benches of perched fills that once supported various out-buildings with a road below them traversing the top edge of a steep
slope, so steep that if this much water were to go over the outside of those fills, there would be severe damage to the hillside. So |
transit the flow from three acres on a low grade along the top of the benches, where this spot serves as a catchment basin for
sediment. About every 10 years, | dig it out; else the water would eventually dump down those erosive fill slopes.
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Two years later, the captured sediment is now populated with native sand hill species, primarily Navarretia atractyloides. Considering
that this is a recently disturbed soil in a settlement area with three acres of runoff contaminated with whatever seed is upstream (it runs
below our sand hill area), this is a VERY clean result. In years past, this was an area | would often write off as too populated with
exotics to bother weeding at all and just spray it. So this is a very good sign that weed control upstream is working.
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ThIS outlet from that channel drops the water onto the road below which acts as a second tranS|t and sedlment catchment area. The
bridge is a way to wheel the sediment out of the basin on the prior page to where the fill serves useful purposes. First, it was packed
into what was a rather ugly eroded hole once cut by water diverted around one an old cabin that burned down in 1979. Later on, it will
be to give the water bar to the right a more gentle slope. The final drop to the bottom of the property comes next, but it is so steep that
it will constructed as stairs and thus double as a trail. Each of these projects deals with history. They are expensive and time-
consuming. “We” can either “leave it alone” and allow whole slopes to fail and weep sediment for decades, or we can fix old problems
and maintain it. Yet if the policy preference is to leave it alone, then the policy makers should admit that they don't really care about
erosion and sediment, because the resulting larger failures will keep them in power while destroying the wealth needed to fix it.
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Every year

This was another one of those “things you learn along the way.” Every year, just before it rains, | clean almost four truckloads of leaves
out of the drain channel along the driveway. Rather than import non-native straw for my reseeding project, | use that oak leaf litter as a
protective mulch for the seed to keep the surface moist and reduce erosion due to rain impingement. Well, it worked for that, but it also
brought me a crop of exotic large seeded rattlesnake grass (Briza maxima) a patch of which had been not far uphill from the top of the
driveway. | learned right there that the old maxim about ‘what goes downhill’ applied to seed too. I've since prioritized my native
grass reestablishment projects from the top-down in the same manner. Since then, the leaves have been clean.



Modifying our dralnage measures for flre is not just good dlsaster planning; |t alds both slope stablllzatlon and weed control This is the
outlet to the main storm drain from our house roof gutters and parking area that empties into the rock lined drainage discussed above.
The outlet extends from the concrete to hold an elbow intended to dissipate the energy and direction of that flow as it joins the main
channel. Above it is Santa Barbara Sedge, an important plant here for managing rainwater runoff and stabilizing slopes. Burning
sedge every 2 years keeps it fresh and dense as well as discourages invading poison oak or blackberry. Unfortunately, there are pipes,
usually made of various plastics like this polyethylene, which melts and burns like wax. Obviously, one could remove the pipe before
burning, but there’s this ‘little problem’ where it comes out of the ground, or even worse, from out from a concrete headwall.
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| have devised two means to manage this type of problem. This 3-inch “triple wall” polyethylene line is protected with an air-insulating
sleeve of “ ” with the pipe suspended inside by two PVC DWV 4”X3” reducers with the end stops inside ground out so that

the pipe slip go all the way through. One end of the assembly is buried a few inches deep; the other is exposed for easy removal of the
surface pipe outside the fence. The reducers fit well enough to keep the inside air chamber from becoming a nesting site for yellow
jackets. Being light galvanized pipe, it's probably good for at most 10 years. The galvanized tube can be upgraded to a section of 4”
stainless flue pipe, which fits the DWV bushings perfectly, but one is limited to a single 4’ length of the stainless pipe. We will see if the
polyethylene survives the radiant heat from the steel. If it doesn'’t, I'll try ABS and stainless which is thicker and has poor conductivity.



We found thls old sink when we first moved here in 1990 It now d|SS|pates energy from the pipe inlet. The smk IS also fed by the
overflow from the patio pond such that wildlife will be able to stop by for a drink! Where the pipe emerges from concrete, the 4” ABS
plastic feed line behind the wall is buried, feeding into a stainless flue pipe embedded in the concrete. The mating ABS elbow in the

soil behind the wall has a seal to the stainless comprised by first greasing the female ABS fitting with silicone stopcock grease, and

coating the end of the flue pipe with silicone RTV caulking, making a sort of O-ring that can accommodate soil movement.
The goal of such a fancy seal is to inhibit root intrusion by the sedges.
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On the left is a government ‘recruitment project.” On the right is what landowners can do, if you let us. Had this been a commercial job,
it would have been a wildly illegal modification of a “Natural” stream with permit costs (or penalties) pushing $50,000. To what

benefit? You are paying a bundle for this stupidity. Take your pick, please?
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Other Books by Mark Edward Vande Pol
Quick Read Picture Books

Range Management Socio-Ecological Paradigms

_ , Environmental Consequences
Zion National Park

: Meadow Encroachment in Yosemite Valley
Canyonlands National Park Why we can’t accept how the original forest as it once

was got that wa
Deseret Ranch g y

Living Sheepishly

Fuels Management, Succession Run Amok Why we need a culture of animal husbandry

The Cone Fire (the benefits of active forestry) Sustained Development

The Warm Fire (what happens without it) Cities are becoming prisons

Fire Aftermath: Mesa Verde National Park (weeds) Katrina: What Did You Expect?

The Croy and Summit Fires (the wildland urban interface) Environmental bureaucracy can be deadly

Natural Process: That Environmental Laws May Serve the Laws of Nature, ©Wildergarten Press, 2001, 454pp,
ISBN: 0-9711793-0-1, LOC Control #2001092201. http://www.naturalprocess.net

Shemitta: For the Land is Mine: ©Wildergarten Press, 2009. Contains: 217pp text, 980pp overall, 14 picture books, 2
tables, 963 photographs, 9 maps, 2 drawings, 2 charts, 145 footnotes, 358 citations, and 216 other source references,
not including external Internet links. ISBN 978-0-9711793-1-8. http://www.shemitta.com

Articles at Wildergarten Press: collected writings on Constitutional history and regulatory racketeering by tax-exempt
“charitable” foundations. http://www.wildergarten.com/wp_pages/articles.html
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