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October 2023

This is the landing for decking logs and loading them onto trucks.  The road goes straight up the driveway.  So, why would I prefer not 
to use it? With R4, the arrangement of roads suggests an interesting logistical dance. It all has to do with time, heavy equipment, and 

scaling the crew to the job.  If we have a loader only, then we can load trucks directly off the road where they’re bucked it as it 
accumulates logs.  If we use an excavator with a grapple, then building the deck and using that to load trucks makes more sense.



The key is the arrangement of the roads, spar trees (S0-3), 
where the logs come down, and where they are either processed 
or loaded out. 16-foot R2 logs will go to the deck on the spur for 
processing into lumber.  There is plenty of room there to turn 
around to stack the deck(s).  I hope for a Lucas Mill to quarter 
saw timbers, a Woodmizer band saw to mill those into 1x boards 
and my Alaskan mill to make the front door of my dreams: a door 
with a raised panel that looks like it was split from a single log.  
I’ve always admired the sheen off a split piece of redwood, 
especially with the curls from within a stump.
Extra R2, R3, and R4 logs will be smaller but they’ll be 20-footers 
for export.  R3 logs are easily decked by the excavator with a 
grapple but it’s a long drive to the landing with all the logs that will 
come out of R4, especially one at a time with the excavator.  It 
would be MUCH easier for a fork loader to back down the road to 
yard them, buck the logs across the road as they come up, come 
forward to pick them up, back down the road beyond the end of 
the truck, the truck backs up, and the loader makes the drop 
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directly into the bunks. This way, the loader never needs to turn 
around and the truck only once. 
Hence if we can get good coordination between the loader, the 
setters, those bucking and lopping, and the trucker, R4 will go 
like greased lightning. There would be no need for decking and 
then loading the truck as a second operation.  Hence, it would be 
best to yard quite a bit of material to process into logs as they 
come up accumulating 20-footers laying across the road before 
calling in the truck.  That’s a lot of dragging cables back to 
position and setting the next segment.  It also may involve rolling 
the log so that the next doesn’t catch on to the one before.  It 
might make it faster to have a two-piece bull line so that the 
setters can be getting one hooked up on a log while the loader is 
filling the truck or an extra cable so that the loader can pull the 
log sideways directly, not through the overhead block.  
It might make sense to start with R3 using the excavator/grapple 
to deck those logs so as to manage issues with filling the load.
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Rx: A Forest of TransitionsRx: A Forest of TransitionsRx: A Forest of Transitions

I have no plans to log the Rx area because it is so remote as to make weeding and maintaining the area beyond my present capability, 
the stand density is not catastrophic, and I can not either sell or have a use for the logs.  This a second “ring” of trees farther down the 
same drainage as “X” that could be interpreted as being from another buried stump.  Yet I think these are also seed trees unless they 
were from a much smaller tree than “X.”  Note that there is no stump, the stream channel doesn’t drop off the same way after leaving 
the cluster despite that the slope is loose colluvium, nor are these stems nearly as big as the “X” stems.  Hence, this “buried stump” 
inference can be tricky to apply if one is looking at just the arrangement of stems.  My guess is that these are trees from seed, for 
which there is an evident reason after stepping back a bit to consider the others in Rx, with the site history and geology in mind. 

March 2020



Rx are those conifers that established on the north 
sidewalls of and the deposition at the end of the 
Spanish Gulch, as created by released drainage from 
the El Camino road built in 1791.  The stream cut 
through the alluvium of the slope below creating a 
series of landslides of the sides falling into the incising 
stream.  
The stand developed by somewhat different 
mechanics than did R0-4 in that I suspect tree “Z” had 
fallen due to landslides caused by the successive 
landslides and channel incision through the alluvium 
undermining the tree.  There has been no stream of 
runoff in that channel since the County changed the 
road drainage. 
There is what might be something of a clone where “Z” 
is marked on the map.  I suspect these were from 
what was left of the root crown remaining on the slope.
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As to the redwoods farther up the slope, and 
especially the two stands at the bottom, they too 
appear to be seed trees about the same age as those 
in R4.  Yet in this case, I suspect the trees developed 
from seed arriving with the loose soil released by the 
successive landslides. 
I also suspect the “Log” at the toe of the slide mass 
deposition is from “Z.” 
There are a few substantial fir trees more toward the 
top and southern wall of the Gulch.
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The soil masses on which both the faux-cluster prior and the next downstream form what geologists call “colluvial lenses,” each from 
the multiple landslides that came down from the road above.  These provided the bare mineral surface of disturbed soil in which

Rx redwoods established readily.  It is hard to visualize the loss of the 30,000 cubic yards that made this channel, but that story will be 
covered in the forestry chapters on drainage and roads.  There has been no stream here since the County road grade was changed.

December 2015 – Dax, not looking down from midway up Spanish Gulch
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Looking up the Spanish Gulch this is the redwood near the upper part of the scarp along the north-facing side.  There are no conifers 
at all beyond the crest of the slide area; the alluvial slopes south of the crest are relatively gentle.  It could use a ground fire, but would 

need significant work first.  As it is, it’s a chimney, and would be almost impossible to contain one.  

February 2022



At the bottom, I am standing atop one of several colluvial lenses looking across the mouth of the Spanish Gulch where it intersects the 
main channel.  This stand is much more evidently atop a slide that crossed the channel which then cut through the toe of the slide 
mass involving old growth redwood “Z.”   Again, these are not old trees and they are from seed.  As to the buried log I promised…

February 2022



Z?!?

At the bottom of the Gulch, a buried log (likely “old growth” tree “Z”) is holding the toe of the slide mass.  Redwoods are on top but 
only to the left from which the slide came.  From its radius and grain, I estimate the log to be pre-colonial.  The trees on top are 70-90 

years old.  Hence the conclusion is that road construction above discharged water that cut aggressively through the alluvial slope.  
That deepening channel caused a series of landslides off the side walls of the resulting Gulch into this main channel. That process left 
exposed soil which allowed new redwoods to establish on the north facing side.  When the slope failed under the tree, the slide mass 

carried down both the log and seed to establish at the bottom.  The landslides continued until the County changed the road grade.  

October 2013



X

Looking back up the main channel, the clone of “X” is in the background.  Why is this distinction of seed-trees v. crown-sprout-cluster 
important?  It has to do with how I would manage stumps if I need to thin this cluster.  If this is a clone, were it to be logged, the 

stumps might have to be ground out to inhibit crown sprouting, which is so expensive one best make a non-destructive determination.  

February 2022



June June 2021 – From Swanton Road after the CZU Lightning Complex FireJune June 2021 – From Swanton Road after the CZU Lightning Complex Fire

To conclude, Yes, this chapter had a lot of complaining about environmentalists, not because of my focus but because destroying 
forestry seems to have been at the top of theirs for many decades and is now bearing fruit.  Once you’ve seen the long term damage 

their ideas really do to the forests they would “save,” wouldn’t you feel outraged?  When they stand in the way of mitigating that 
damage while raising the cost beyond affordability, when that damage costs jobs, lives, and property, what should we say?  When it 
becomes clear that the damage only serves as an opportunity for self-righteous breast beating and corporate profit… when have the 
rest of us had enough?  I do hope somebody is collecting repeat photos of this “recovery” to demonstrate reality over the long run.

June June 2021 – From Swanton Road after the CZU Lightning Complex Fire



Range Management

Zion National Park

Canyonlands National Park

Deseret Ranch

Fuels Management, Succession Run Amok

The Cone Fire  (the benefits of active forestry)

The Warm Fire  (what happens without it)

Socio-Ecological Paradigms 
Environmental Consequences

Meadow Encroachment in Yosemite Valley
Why we can’t accept how the original forest as it once
was got that way

Living Sheepishly
Why we need a culture of animal husbandry

Sustained Development
Cities are becoming prisons

Other Books Other Books by Mark Edward Vande Polby Mark Edward Vande Pol

Quick Read Picture Books

( pp )

Fire Aftermath: Mesa Verde National Park (weeds)

The Croy and Summit Fires (the wildland urban interface)

Katrina: What Did You Expect?
Environmental bureaucracy can be deadly

Natural Process: That Environmental Laws May Serve the Laws of Nature, ©Wildergarten Press, 2001, 454pp, 
ISBN: 0-9711793-0-1, LOC Control #2001092201.  http://www.naturalprocess.net
Shemitta: For the Land is Mine: ©Wildergarten Press, 2009. Contains: 217pp text, 980pp overall, 14 picture books, 2 
tables, 963 photographs, 9 maps, 2 drawings, 2 charts, 145 footnotes, 358 citations, and 216 other source references, 
not including external Internet links. ISBN 978-0-9711793-1-8.  http://www.shemitta.com
Articles at Wildergarten Press: collected writings on Constitutional history and regulatory racketeering by tax-exempt 
“charitable” foundations.  http://www.wildergarten.com/wp_pages/articles.html
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Part IV - Miscellaneous
1. The Vegetable Garden as a Research Tool
2. Pollinators and Native Forbs
3. Fungi 
4. Specialized Tool Development

Part V – Project Context
1. Periodic Disturbance and 

Feed-Forward Stability
2. Weeds: A Tragedy of the Commons
3. Control Boundaries:

Fragmentation Is Your Friend
4 Central Planning

Part I - Introduction
1. This is Wildergarten
2. A Site History Like No Other
3. When Environmental Protection = Mass Extinction
4. What Is “Native,” Really?
5. Repeat Photography, Before & After
6. Proof: Pure Germination of Native Annuals
7. Project Overview

Part II – Forestry
1. Making WOW! – Restoration of Forest Understory
2. Phased Thinning of Broadleaf Forest
3 Vegetative Maps & Aerial Photography

Table of ContentTable of Content Each line in the TOC is a link that opens that chapter in a new file

4. Central Planning
5. Our “Ownerless” Backyard

Each line in the TOC is a link that opens the 
corresponding chapter in a new file

These are LARGE files; they do take time to load

Please offer suggestions and comments HERE

References are HERE

3. Vegetative Maps & Aerial Photography
4. Conifer Forestry – Thinking Really Big
5. Drainage – When Hill Goes Downhill
6. Roads – From Curse to Blessing

Part III - Grasslands
1. Grassland Variety in Meadows & Forests
2. “The Onion”: Weed Management by Species
3. Sand Hills: A Model Post-Disturbance Habitat
4. Colonization Behavior of Native Annual Forbs
5. Grassland Restoration and Soils Rehab
6. Comprehensive Weed Management
7. Vegetative Identification & Weeding Technique
8. Pre-Emergence Selection for Native Germination
9. Drought Tolerance in a Pure Native Grassland
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