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JulJulyy 2020115 5 –– Nice tree, but nothing alive under it.  I’ll take the one in the Nice tree, but nothing alive under it.  I’ll take the one in the 
middle behind it (X) to put more light in here and see what happens.  middle behind it (X) to put more light in here and see what happens.  

These questions are all about what kind of trees I want to grow for the forest I want to grow.  I want spacing sufficient to keep the trees 
from getting too skinny and unstable, but I want trunks tall enough to withstand less frequent fire in the shrub understory. Taller trunks 
promote inverted halos.  So do I want spreading trees with the leaders taken out?  How high?  Do I need more verdant groundcovers 

and shrubs to feed wildlife so that they eat the extra acorns?  Do those aspect ratios change with slope?  Obviously, I’d rather have an 
array of ages including a few craggy monsters with some younger trees around to replace them.  These are tradeoffs.  

XX

http://www.wildergarten.org/wildergarten/0trp-content.pdf
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With more wildlife, there is more acorn herbivory.  Yet one needs to keep the animals going all year which takes leafy groundcovers and 
shrubs.  So I want to know about the relative safety of promoting inverted halos or how they are best managed.  It may be something 

that only works if one burns off the excess leafy matter at a particular frequency, groundcovers or not.  One does not need to wait for the 
tree to die to find out.  Just dig around the trunk exposing about a foot of buttress root extending from the trunk and sever any girdling 

roots that are starting to develop.  This tree had one.  I probably need to do that job here again. 



Phased forestry as practiced here was a necessity, 
both because of my limited time and money and 
because the problems with fuel loads, broom, and 
other weeds elsewhere on the property were so 
serious that the weeds in much of the seed bank 
had to go before even thinking about native shrubs 
or (in places) even the eventual forest structure.  
We did pay a price for the wait in that the trees in 
earlier phases merely grew taller and skinnier while 
closing up the canopy.  Nor did we establish as 
many shrubs with as much variety as is desirable. 
When one thins at that point, the result looks like it 
does at left. 

As a result, I had fewer good younger trees or 
shrub seedlings with which to work than I would 
have liked and was forced to thin more aggressively 
later on than I might otherwise have needed.  

A h i I h d l i hAt that point I had to replant new trees with 
sufficient space for them to develop which itself 
resulted in delay, more grasses, and more weeding.  
I learned a lot about tree spacing though and how 
fast it all grows no matter what. 

Site history dictated what we had.  I started from 
there.  
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As to my personal preferences, well… here you go.  This entire area takes me but a day or two per year to weed, less every year.
Now I can start more shrubs for herbivory and trees to replace the unstable remnant as there is finally enough light to grow them.
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Dense stands of bay trees were a hazard.  I thinned for more hazelnuts, toyon, coffeeberry, buckeye, and elderberry.  Pitcher sage once 
grew here too.  I would like to burn it in stripes to test for the differences in timing and see what comes up on a manageable basis. 
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For now, the maintenance is not so bad.  I almost never want to go anywhere else. It’s good exercise too.
Why “work out” when you can work outside?  



So the next big job is this overstocked cluster of redwood.  Does it ever stop?  Do I ever get to rest?  Will it ever be “Natural” again?   
This is the Wildergarten.  For the sake of the forest, hopefully not. 
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If I can couple this type of thinning with the stimulate-weed-germination-into-short-duration pre-emergence-herbicide processes I am 
developing, I may have a way to restore a forest capable of responding positively to a fire event economically.  I want productive shrubs 

and native groundcovers on much larger scale much more quickly, then to introduce herbivory once the system has established. 
I did this power line right-of-way on the north end the hard way and it was (and is) still a lot of work.

MMayay 20201155



Part IV - Miscellaneous
1. The Vegetable Garden as a Research Tool
2. Pollinators and Native Forbs
3. Fungi 
4. Specialized Tool Development

Part V – Project Context
1. Periodic Disturbance and 

Feed-Forward Stability
2. Weeds: A Tragedy of the Commons
3. Control Boundaries:

Fragmentation Is Your Friend
4 Central Planning

Part I - Introduction
1. This is Wildergarten
2. A Site History Like No Other
3. When Environmental Protection = Mass Extinction
4. What Is “Native,” Really?
5. Repeat Photography, Before & After
6. Proof: Pure Germination of Native Annuals
7. Project Overview

Part II – Forestry
1. Making WOW! - Restoration of Forest Understory
2. Phased Thinning of Broadleaf Forest
3 Conifer Forestry Thinking Really Big

Table of ContentTable of Content

4. Central Planning
5. Our “Ownerless” Backyard

Each line in the TOC is a link that opens the 
corresponding chapter in a new file

These are LARGE files; they do take time to load

Please offer suggestions and comments HERE

References are HERE

3. Conifer Forestry – Thinking Really Big
4. Drainage – When Hill Goes Downhill
5. Roads – From Curse to Blessing
6. Vegetative Maps & Aerial Photography

Part III - Grasslands
1. Grassland Variety in Meadows & Forests
2. “The Onion”: Weed Management by Species
3. Sand Hills: A Model Post-Disturbance Habitat
4. Colonization Behavior of Native Annual Forbs
5. Grassland Restoration and Soils Rehab
6. Comprehensive Weed Management
7. Vegetative Identification & Weeding Technique
8. Pre-Emergence Selection for Native Germination
9. Drought Tolerance in a Pure Native Grassland
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