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Some of it I use to slow down the runoff from rain.  Some of it is left in place to retain organic matter, feed bugs, and build topsoil. 
I use less than two cords as firewood to heat my home and I donate a few more to families in need.  The rest gets a highly-

accelerated process with which to return it to the soil, and here is where things get a little “out there” for most restoration people.  
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I split it, stack, it and burn it.  Considering all the work it took, it looks rather wasteful, doesn’t it?  What the hell is he doing?



AApriprill 20201313

Making charcoal, lots of it, as a soil amendment.   We’ll get to why a bit later.  
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A word on stumps.  When we thin a lot of forest, we get a lot of stumps.  It simply makes life easier for me to treat them properly 
because I then don’t have so many wads of stems to dodge.  It takes a powerful saw on a short bar to cut stumps, as the sap is falling 

into the bar trying to gum up the chain.  I use a wedge, making a clean cut as low as I can working the saw from inside to avoid dirt 
dulling the chain.  I brush off the chips and treat it as soon as possible, twice, with a 3:1 mixture of turpentine to Turflon® along with a 

dye.  Then I rub dirt on the face to get the fungal spores going and cover it with leaves to provide shade and retain moisture. 

http://www.cdms.net/ldat/ld0BC008.pdf
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When I’m done, it looks like this.  With stumps that are hard to treat successfully (such as madrone or bay), the efficiency of the 
process improved if it was performed in the fall when the phloem is moving downward into the roots (the flow of sap in the spring can 
really gum up a saw).  Triclopyr does not work on conifers.  I would have to use glyphosate and sever the roots between trees first. 
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Treated properly, the stump won’t ever look like this.  Left alone, these wads can be ten feet across and six feet high (which is how I 
learned that I should treat stumps), then requiring a very expensive dose of Roundup®, often twice.  Sometimes it is actually useful to 
let a stump sprout, particularly if I need a temporary bush or simply wish to regenerate a new tree from one that has adventitious buds 

on its roots, such as a madrone.  



Parts of the next graph are the same, but much of it is completely different in concept, although the lines appear similar in
character.  

The first two lines again display emphasis upon forestry activities by type: conifer or hardwood.  There is an important 
reason conifer work is included in our treatment of oak madrone woodland because large firs (and not usually redwoods) 
are commonly found invading oak madrone woodland here because of fire-suppression.  Unfortunately, I do not possess 
the equipment to deal with large fir logs; they are way too big.  Hence, that type of “logging” is an activity specific to having 
the equipment on hand and therefore on a separate line from hardwood management.  Yet the log removal had to be 
lumped in with actual redwood logging elsewhere.  

For example, the redwood timber job I did in 2000 was almost exclusively for the purpose of illustration for writing Natural 
Process, albeit I learned a lot more from that job than expected, as you shall see.  At that time I had several large fir trees 
removed.  

Fir is usually treated here as an artifact of fire suppression higher up on ridges.  None were older than 80 years while the 
larger redwoods I’ve cut were about 110.  Hence, 100 years ago, Douglas fir trees were probably not found where oak 
madrone woodland is today, then again as the site history pointed out, oak madrone woodland may not have been there 
that long ago either.  That choice is made primarily because woodlands are so much easier to maintain than are grasslands 
of which I can only handle so much depending upon conditions. 

Said lines of emphasis are there to show that from 2003 to 2010 I did relatively less hardwood forestry while I was focused 
upon getting control of our grasslands. During those “middle” years, I harvested 2-6 cords of firewood per year, not the 30 
of the first year or the 18-20 cords per year typical since 2010 (a cord is 128 cubic feet of usable firewood). During that 
time, the status of the phases below do not change much. 

The other lines lower on the graph roughly depict Phase status as a function of time; i.e., any particular line depicts the 
approximate fractional area in that particular phase.  The top two lines of the graph map onto those below them as does the 
time available at the bottom.  

And all of that is why we call it a “convolution.” 

Phased Forestry Overview: Phased Forestry Overview: 

An Explanation of the GraphAn Explanation of the Graph
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