










































It gets just a bit steeper as you move down the slope (this photo was taken from about a 100’ to the right of the one prior). That 
dense vegetation (mostly fir and acacia) went all the way down, all of it over 45°. Some of it is vertical sandstone wall about 18-20’

tall.  Imagine the kind of fire that would have come up this slope with that much fuel (I don’t want to). The 160 foot tall eucalyptus just 
to the right of the text box is now gone, as you will see in a few more slides. We lived in the trailer.
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There are so many sapling trees and shrubs on this ridge that I’ll have to thin it to get a better retake.  The remaining eucalyptus,
are on our neighbor’s land, planted to hold up the road. Note the buckeye that moved in (in flower at the bottom).  They store water 

in their tissue, lack fuel value, shade out grasses, and allow broadleaved groundcovers.
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This being an environmental book, a few 
words on clearing in principle are necessary. 
A lot of people believe forests should remain 
unbroken. Others argue that wildlife  
benefits from “edge effects,” with chaparral 
cover near openings containing forbs as a 
source of food (I belong to the latter camp).
There are a couple of related points I want to
make about clearing this place, one of which 
is subtle to some people.

First, some of this forest was composed of 
exotic trees that had to be removed before 
they spread any further. I "clear cut” them.
You don’t get your choice as to where 
those “clearings” will be. 

Second, every system needs its full 
compliment of plant and insect constituents 
or it loses those species which historically 
responded first to events, whether fire,
flood, massive pest attack, or catastrophic 
climate change (super-volcanoes, asteroid 
collisions…).  Periodic clearings maintain
the viability of those constituents by 
reproducing fresh seed.

Third, given this history of this site, the fuel 
all around it, and the weeds present, both 
surrounding it and in the seed bank, if 
anybody wants an original compliment of 
plant and insect life to continue to express 
itself, SOMEBODY familiar with it must
disturb small areas periodically or those 
plants and insects will eventually lose the 
opportunity to express themselves.  The 
area will succeed to the weeds that
infested it before. Guaranteed.JulyJuly 19199911

This Ceanothus was 8-10’ tall 
and virtually all dead.

It took two of us four days 
just to chop it up with 

chainsaws. Then I had a 
bulldozer crunch it

in place.
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Here is that area today (from lower down to avoid the tree tops). The groundcovers on this ridge are all new (even more extensive
behind the redwood saplings on the right), primarily native blackberry (Rubus ursinus), yerba buena (Satureja douglasiana), Torrey’s

melic grass (M. torreyana), Melica imperfecta, and poison oak (Toxicodendron diversiloba; it’s fine here as long as it stays on the
ground),with a single tiny patch of skullcap (Scuttelaria tuberosa) to the left that I am now propagating by tubers at home. The 

shrubs are occasional ferns, roses, pitcher sage, and hazelnuts, with the toyon and manzanita having large burls, indicating that this
was once a site subject to occasional fires. Down the middle are mostly clovers and lotus. Although (now) very clean and seemingly

remote, this site requires vigilant weeding because it is so close to our neighbors. If the Ceanothus on the end of this ridge burns,
there would be no protection from blowing seed or wandering animals loaded with weedy burs. The only hassle is tree seedlings.
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