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This was another one of those “things you learn along the way.” Every year, just before it rains ,I clean almost four truckloads of leaves 
off my driveway and out of the drainage system.  So, rather than import non-native straw for my seeding projects, I planned to use that 
oak leaf litter as the protective mulch for the seed to keep the surface moist and reduce erosion due to rain impingement.  Well, it did all 
of that, but it also brought me a crop of exotic large seeded rattlesnake grass (Briza maxima) a patch of which had been not far uphill 

from the top of the driveway.  I learned right there that the old maxim about ‘what goes downhill’ applied to seed too.  I’ve since 
prioritized my native grass reestablishment projects from the top down in the same manner.  Since then, the leaves have been clean.
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I transplanted our friend Santa Barbara sedge (Carex barbarae) at the outlet to dissipate the energy.   Below it, wood steers the 
separated flows to minimize incision.  Below that is another tough riparian plant, wire grass (Juncus patens - not really a grass but a 

rush).  The functional difference between the rush and the sedge is that the wire grass is better at collecting sediment but does not lay 
down flat under water flow like the sedge does.  It also grows in clumps, not making as continuous a surface as the sedge.  I hope to 

have a lot more coverage in this drainage now that I thinned it this year, with more to come in the winter of 2013 (I’ll probably get rid of 
the coyote brush).  The channel that once ran down the middle of this drainage below was then three to four feet deep.  I chocked that 
with wood and filled it.  So with rot and compaction I may yet need to bring in a little more fill and transplant more sedges.  Yes, I did all 

this work to deal with a runoff problem caused by my neighbor and the County long ago.  It’s cheaper than fighting over it. 
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Here at the crossing, topography, lines of brush, and my neighbor’s fences tend to direct the deer to this entry (Red arrow).  Behind the 
trees I maintain some sparse low shrubs such as monkey flower because the deer are fond of wiping the burrs off their coats on the 
bush.  That means I can treat the bulk of the resulting weeds all in one place rather than spending more time searching for them all 

over the property.  They like to slither and roll on cut branches for the same reason.
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Most of our western boundary was once very 
shady, making an effective barrier when it came 
to suppressing weeds such as hedge parsley or 
bedstraw.  In 2009, a tree went down about 100 
feet on my neighbor’s side of the road (I weed 
broom in there). Back then, the areas on either 
side of the line in this photo were the same. It
may be hard to see (unless you increase the
screen magnification), but after the tree went 
down, the foreground sprouted a mix of hedge
parsley and bedstraw while the background, still 
has the original diverse mix of ferns and 
snowberry that are now nearly missing in the 
foreground. They lost to the weeds. You should 
see how dry the soil is where the weeds are by 
comparison. All other factors are equal at the
transition.

I h d fi d d hi b di dI had to find and treat this breeding ground to 
reduce the rate of infestation of our property. It 
represents a source of burs brought onto our 
property by animals, but there is a more
important point from the standpoint of general 
weed management: Clearings like this are
where the weeds go nuts, even in an overgrown 
forest far from developed areas. Like roadsides, 
they are poised to infest the surrounding area 
should a major disturbance occur.  Here, there
are bedstraw, hedge parsley, and bull thistle,
each easily capable of colonizing the area for
over a mile the first year after a fire.
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May 2010

Here is the same patch the next year from a wider perspective (the first photo was in the (red box) . The infested area with bedstraw 
grew slightly (as expected) but within the prior boundary there is little bedstraw but instead hedge parsley. In my experience, 

bedstraw is the dominant germinator with hedge parsley more capable of extended dormancy. Behind me, there are now both native 
California brome grasses and exotic rattlesnake grass (Briza major), along with mouse-eared chickweed. There are buckeye shrubs 

crushed by that fallen tree (I’m standing on the log) that have sprouted new branches.  They would have shaded this area back to
normal in a few more years but for what was done in 2013.



My neighbor slashed the whole northwestern frontage just like this.  Now, this is a pretty standard fuels reduction treatment; in fact, it 
is almost exactly what I would have done 20 years ago.  Considering his interests, it is not as bad as doing nothing but not as good 

as it could have been.  What this will likely do is to sprout more weeds.  Needless to say, about that I am not terribly grateful. 
Unfortunately, the contractors did not treat the stumps (as I once didn’t).  They’ll sprout wads of trashy tops by next year, which works 
for me as barriers but defeats the purpose of a better forest.  Moreover, if he was scared of fire, he should have taken out these not-
particularly-sound  fir trees.  They don’t belong here anyway as they are an artifact of fire suppression (they’re fine farther downhill).  
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This is a good example of what I mean when I say that it is hard to photograph an infestation of forest understory groundcovers by 
small weeds like hedge parsley or bedstraw.  There are also thistles and rip gut in here.  It’s almost as hard just to see. 
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From the perspective of a weed geek, this is the worst thing he could have done.  It’s the pile of dirt behind the base rock. It is my 
understanding that my neighbor took that dirt as a charitable act, to help out a tenant of his who’s a landscape contractor. He brought 

in that rubble and dirt to reinforce the road which had eroded over the years and is undermining the County road elsewhere.  So at 
least his heart is in the right place.  Unfortunately, that material came from in town, just LOADED with weed seed and oxalis bulblets.  

That dirt will get all over the bulldozer he’ll use to spread it and the weeds will then spread from there down into the forest in every 
water flow that runs off the road.  This is permanent damage to his property, and likely to mine.  After over twelve years of maintaining 
that section of his property, since long before he bought it, I don’t know what to do.  But I have to do something.  I’m not a bureaucrat 

or activist; I am a landowner.  I can’t run from these problems.  I must be respond to them.  
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This is where our control boundary crosses the road.  Do you see the barrier?  It is dark here.  There is periwinkle (Vinca major)
growing on both sides.  While it is an exotic, it is both exclusive and unlikely to spread.  Both are a good thing.  The only hazard to me 
is the ditch which once brought Oxalis bulblets down the hill and infested two acres of my neighbor’s place north of ours in the acacia 

stand below the eucalyptus where we started.  I have a good neighbor up there who, although he still has an oxalis problem, 
understands and manages these things.  He is willing to learn, but his organic farming certification only permits him so much.
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This is the final link in our chain, which ends on the property with the eucalyptus and acacia adjoining Edward Fenn’s road to 
Glenwood.  A new neighbor just bought it.  He likes to manage his land just for the sheer pleasure of making it healthier.  It keeps him 
sane in his high pressure Silicon Valley job.  He wants to help and I want to help him.  I hope this discussion got you thinking, about 

how important human relationships are to the shape the land assumes.  We can learn something about ourselves by learning to 
recognize in the land the consequences of our decisions.  They aren’t all what I think most people would like to think.
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I wish him luck.  I’ll do what I can.
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If there is one thing I have learned in 24 years of restoration work, it it’s that the land takes its shape according to how humans treat 
each other, that there really is an unbreakable linkage between its vitality and the moral conduct of human affairs.  What we seldom 

see is how those feedbacks work, especially when it comes to the collective exercise of emotive whimsy.  Speaking of which…
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I suspect (although I do not know) that you are sensing I want something out of photographing, writing, and publishing this 
free on the Internet. After all, I am exposing myself to activists, bureaucrats, and snoops who would want to harm me.

From this information, it should be self-evident that these results are meant to be an example of independent research by which 
to restore some sanity to land management and restoration.  So, if I am willing to do all this work, for nothing, then I want your 
public agents to leave me alone. Pull the threat of bureaucrats, consultants, lawyers, and their myriad dependents off my back 
and let me run my land as I see fit. Please. If I want to sell some native seed, I shouldn’t need an agricultural permit. If I want 
to take out a few trees, I should be able to sell them without fronting $60,000 for a permit and another hundred grand for a
“water quality” bond. If I’ve got a predator problem let me deal with it.  If I want to sell native plants, leave me alone.  I don’t 
need their out-of-date  specifications and endless inspections and consulting supervision. Keep your damned wolf and 
mountain lion playground somewhere else.   The numbers we have now weren’t “here first” when we got here and adding more 
won’t make it better.   Leave me alone. I’ll put the money I earn back into research and restoration.  That is what I want.

So, if a landowner can get attestations from numerous experts, public or private, stating that he or she has done an 
outstanding job of management, does original research, seeks peer consultation, and publishes valuable information, please,
help call off the bureaucrats and make it clear that they are to leave that person alone, in law. We simply cannot allow 
politics to dictate how to restore habitat when nobody really knows how to do it, nor would government agencies
willingly allow the latitude to find out by experiment. They don’t want the competition. 

Sad, isn’t it, that in the “land of the free and the home of the brave” a person should have to spend two decades working to
justify the public privilege of asking his fellow “free people” to simply stop running everything? Nobody else knows our land
well enough to do what we do, nor would they take the time, spend the money, and deprive their families just to take care of 
what obviously needs to be done here.  Their public agents don’t have a clue either; they care more about “funding” than the
land in their charge anyway, and it will never be enough.  Hence, control of private property by popular whim CANNOT work,
neither for people nor for plants and animals. It is nothing more than simple covetousness to control something without 
payment. Worse, it builds a bureaucracy capable of bankrupting the public and controlling their every move. Isn’t that obvious? 

Things just don’t work the way they appear on Animal Planet or National Geographic, because humans are integral to the way 
these systems work. In fact, many of the environmental problems we now see in undeveloped countries have slowly resulted 
from interrupting their nomadic populations. So consider for a moment: What do the sponsors and “donors” to this kind of 
“public education” have in mind?  Is it really charity, or is it actually tax-exempt advocacy to get people off the land and packed 
into unlivable cities for their personal benefit? Who controls the resources when the people are out of the way?

I have documented quite enough of the latter to be virtually certain of its likelihood, unconscious or otherwise. Mercantilist 
manipulation of regulations for fun and profit was what “limited government” and natural law competition were supposed to
preclude here in the United States. Unfortunately, public debt has unraveled those limitations. 

So, how is it possible that Americans so commonly fail to understand this? Well, it is taught, and oh how it is taught!
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